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lated from the facts contained in the voluminous earlier works of M. le Bon, 
and are emphasized with copious illustrations. The main argument seems 
to involve a petitio principii. We can only know the character of a people, 
apparently, from its expression in arts, institutions, etc., while the purpose 
of the argument is to show that the latter are the expression of the former. 

W. B. PlLLSBURY. 

Les lots psychologiques du symbolisme. Par Guillaume Ferrero. 
Traduit de l'ltalien avec de nombreuses modifications. Paris, Felix 
Alcan, 1895. — pp. x, 249. 

This is an attempt to explain the development of all symbols by the action 
of two laws, the law of mental inertia and the law of least effort. The mind 
will not act unless excited by an external stimulus, and when in action tends 
to move along the line of least resistance. The first four chapters deal 
with the intellectual symbols. Most attention is given to tracing the develop- 
ment of language through simple mnemonics, picture writing, and metaphors, 
to the present complete phonetic system. A chapter is devoted to symboles 
de reduction, — the use of a prominent part of an object as symbol for the 
whole. An extended treatment is given of the tendency of associated 
objects to supplant the original cause as object of the emotions. This the 
author calls Parrit ideo-emotionnel. As instances he cites the worship of 
idols, and the tendency in law to prefer general forms of procedure to the 
demands of justice in the individual cases. By virtue of this law, forms 
which possessed utility in an earlier age, are continued after every cause for 
their employment has ceased to act This is illustrated by the history of 
marriage ceremonies and court procedure among the Romans. Criminals 
and idiots return to the use of symbols suited to their stage of mental de- 
velopment. Part II is an appeal to the courts to revise their procedure by 
ridding it of the useless relics of a less advanced civilization. In a long 
appendix the author takes account of objections to his theory. The work 
is interesting in matter and in style. The only criticism to be made in 
regard to form is that the division into chapters is not always happy. The 
author has made a rich collection of anthropological material, but at times 
strains his logic in the endeavor to reduce it to the laws assumed by him as 
fundamental. The value of the book lies rather in the wealth of matter it 
contains than in scientific explanation of the facts. 

W. B. PlLLSBURY. 

Die Sittlichkeitslehre als Naturlehre. Leipzig, Duncker & Humblot, 
1894. — pp. ix, 116. 

The Deutsche Gesellschaft fur ethische Kultur has offered prizes for the 
composition of a popular handbook of ethics, at once authoritative and con- 
structive, and independent of all external grounds whether religious or 
philosophical. The book before us is designed to create an interest in this 
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enterprise, and to prove that such a system of morals is possible. Much 
confidence is placed in a Ceylon tribe called the Veddahs, who are re- 
puted to be highly moral and without religion. Morality is of a purely 
natural origin, arising from the social instinct which has been developed as 
a means of adaptation to the conditions of life. Among the systems char- 
acterized and criticised as artificial are the ethics of religion and of the 
church, the " Klugheitsmoral" and the theory based on an atheistic nihil- 
istic world-view which offers salvation from the misery of existence by return 
to primal nothing. In the introduction the writer considers the various 
classes that might be inclined to sympathize with the aim of the society, and 
curiously enough comes to the conclusion that only those who are animated 
by a genuine religious interest in the moral welfare of humanity are likely to 
give any material aid ! The book is a well written and suggestive pro- 
gramme of an ethical system without metaphysics. p q Frfnch 

Institutional Ethics. By Marietta Kies, Ph.D., Boston, Allyn & 
Bacon, 1894. — pp. xxvi, 270. 

The object of this little book is to show that the Golden Rule is the high- 
est ethical principle, and that it has everywhere modified and influenced the 
institutional life of society. Not much attention is given to a consideration 
of ethical principles, because these have been dealt with so fully of late by 
other writers, and what is needed just now is a more careful inquiry into 
the ways in which ethical principles become active forces in the lives of in- 
dividuals. In the introduction, the freedom of the will is assumed as one 
of the essential characteristics of the human mind ; and the prevalent theo- 
ries of Evolutionary Ethics are shown to be inadequate, either as failing to 
explain fundamental facts of the moral life, or else as vainly attempting to 
explain the higher in terms of the lower. Then, in somewhat Hegelian 
fashion, the human mind in its process of self-development is regarded as 
giving a clue to the ultimate principles of the universe in its process of cre- 
ation and growth. These ultimate principles are Justice and Grace. Justice 
is the exaction of what is due to one, and Grace the yielding of what is 
one's own. Neither is reducible to the other, but the former is primary, 
and the latter complementary. Evidences of the presence of these two 
principles are seen everywhere in the universe, — in inanimate nature, in the 
plant and animal worlds, and above all in the world of man. The second 
chapter deals with the character of the individual. There are three stages 
of intellectual development, the child stage, the scientific, and the philo- 
sophical, with their respective kinds of emotion, sensuous, psychical, and 
rational. Corresponding to these are three stages of moral development, 
obedience to authority, pleasure or self-interest, and altruism. The last- 
named moral principle is equivalent to the Golden Rule. 

The larger part of the work is occupied with an examination of the insti- 
tutions of society. These are : Family, School, State, and Church. The 



